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ABSTRACT
Information on 44 small/rural F-12 Nebraska school

districts (900 students or fewer) id' compared, to data, from 642
similar districts nationwide,, using material gathered during 1982-83.
Of the nation's 15,601 public school. districts, 4,125_(26.4 %) were
identified as qualifying for the survey; 76.4% (249 districts,

. -

enrolling 76,516 students) of Nebraska's 334 districts qualified..A
.questionnaire mailed to superintendents of 50 random selected
Nebraskadistricts and 816 randomly-selected distr. t:- ationwide
achieved respective response rates of 88%.and 78.7% -page table
compares Nebraska and national data in sections on district,
superintendent, teachers, student performance, and chool programs.
For example, student performance is compared in ter I's of mean numbers
of graduating seniors (Nebraska: 2.9, national: 34 5 percent of
graduating seniors recognized as National Merit Exam finalists (0.7%,
1%); percent of graduating seniors achieving scores of 25 or above on
the American College Test (10%, 7.5%); percent of graduating seniors
achieving scores of 1100 or above on the Scholastic Aptitude Test
(1.8%, 2.6%); percent of graduatipg seniors going on to college
(40.6%, 38.6%); and percent of graduating seniors going to technical
school- (22.8%, 14.1%)Y. (W)

*** ******* ******************** ***
Reproductiohs supplied by EDRS are the best that can

from the original document.
******A******** ************

***14*;*
made



A RESEARCH
COMPARED

REPORT OF
TO SCHOOL

=

PERMISSION TO REPRODU THIS
MATERIAL HAS BEEN -RAN TE BY

TO THE EDUCATIONAL SOURCES
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC).'

rot

SMALL/RURAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS IN :NEBRASKA
DISTUCTS OF SIMILIAR SIZE` NATIONWIDE

A Report Prepared for the
-Nabliaskef,State DepartMent of Education

November 17, 1983

by
Dr. Bruce O. Barker
Program AdminiStratdr

'Division of Continuing Education

Dr. Iyan D, ;Mine
Professork'of Education
College' of Education

Brigham Young University
. Provo, Utah 84602

us. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION
CENTER (ERIC)

0 Kin document has been reproduced as
received from the parson or organization
rigpating
inor ehangaS have peen made to improve

reproduction quality.

* Points Of VifON Or opinions Stated In this done=
mom do not necessarily represent offinial NIE
oositio_n Of pOliOy.



NEBRASKA

-

A descriptive report.of K-I2 public school districts in Nebrtaska

enrolling 900-students'or less compared to nationwide research findings

for rural school districts of iar size. Forty-four districts were

surveyed. in Nebraska; 642 districts were surveyed in the national sti:Jay.

The study gath- d data related to the rural district, the school

superinXendent, the teachers, school programs, and tudent.performance.

Data was collected during the,1982-83 school year.



A RESEARCH REPORT OF SMALL/RURAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS IN NEBRASKA
COMPARED TO SCHOOD9ISTRICTS OF SIMILAR SIZE NATIONWIDE

by
Bruce O. Barker and Ivan D. use-

Until recently, et p

INTRODUCTION

atively few educators have taken an. interest in the

strengths and challenges of America's small /rural schools, despite the,. fact

that alpost one - third of America's youngsters _and schools classified as

rural (REA: News, 1982)% With the decline

current population shift

in
,
school conplidationand the

r
,

non-met_opolitan areas (B l,- 1975), it 4s

-clearly evident rhat rural schools will continue to Play significant role

in the future educational development of a large segmebt of 'dur society(

-- `Currently, very little data are available abdut rural, school systems in our .

society. This particularly- tru of K-12,Systems enrolling les- than 1,000

students (Nachtigal, 1979).'

The purpose of this. reports is to present major findings of K-12 rural

school districts 4in Nebraska w h. thoSe of a nationwide stddy ' compl d by

:ere collected' on- K-12 and/br 1-1.2

rural school systems enrolling 900 students or 1 ss. The findings we &gathered

Barker (1983); in which,descriptive data

during the'198278`3. academic year"

METHOD

1980: Local Education AUsing the' Edueation`Directo--

4.
reference, a hand count was made of all K -12 and 1-12 public school

districts if: thd United States which enroll 900- students or 'less. Of the

nation's 15,601 public districts, 4,125 (26.4 percenU) were identified as

.qualifying K-12 or 142 systems. In Nebraska, 249 qualifying districts were

identified. These dtricts represented 76.4 percent of r.tie state' e`. 334 -4,,
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FINDINGS

indings in

CONCLUSIO

Nebraska is 'one of the leading

r of rural districts which make up th

-ebraska with those of the n

at in the nation in relation to

state's public schobl system.

clearly evident ,thats the, operation- and m

poses challenges and rewards, in many way

.large. urban district, and even many lar

is

nagement of the small/rural district'

`uniquely different from those of a

rural districts.' It is hoped that

,the inforMaeion'presented herein will ssist 'Nebraska educators, and othe

interested in education, to more knowledg ably enhance the strengths `and address

the needs of the small /rural districts wi_ his the-state.



OF REBEARCH FINDINGS.ON K-12 PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICTS IN NEBRASKA
TUOSB NATIONWIDE, ENROLLING 900 STUDENTS OR'LESS. 1983.

The RI: eel His

1. Average student-enrollment,oper distriqt
2 Avenge number of schools per district'

Average student enrollment per school
Average -- geographical -size of district In
sqUare miles

5. Percent of studenCs bussed to school
Mean farthest one-way distance studepts
.bussed (Miles)
Percent of districts reporting receipt of
state aia or funding for small school
districts

8. Average'pller amount of last bond issue
9. Percent ofdistricts-passing last bond issue
IQ., Percent of districts repotting declining

enrollments'.

e Superintendent,

Average age of supetintend n-
Percent of superintendents holding
master's as highest degree
Percent of superintendents holding Ed.
Specialist degree
Percent of superintendents holding
doctorate degree

5. Average tenure as superintendent (years)
6.' PerCent of superintendents reporting annual

salary in excesa.of $35,000:'
7. Pertent of-full -time superintendents
8. Percent of superintendent/principal

combinations
9. Percent of superintendents who worked

for district prior to appointment as
superintendent

The Teachers

I.' AyerageTnumb
district

2.T Average number
district

elementary teachers in

of secondary teachers in,

3. Average teacher/student ratio
4. Percent teacher turnover (1982-83)°
5. Mean beginning teacher salary (1982-83)
6. Mean top teacher salary (1982-EP).
7. Mean ecurrnt teacher salary .(1982-83)current

285

1,43.8.

162
45.3

15.8

11.6
630,794.

92.9

40.9

44.3

9.1

79.5

11-.4

6.8

25.0
81.8

18.2

' 22.7

9.5

14.7
1:11.8

8.9
'$11,948
$20,472
$16,129

,436
2.4

188'.5

245
64.4

19.0

24.2
$716,0'

'87.5.

36.2

31.5

13.1
8.5

37.4.
75.8 .

20.9

29.4

14.4

15.7
1 14-=5

8.6
$12,402'
$20.,506,
$1:6, 377°
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Nebraska

Aveage numbir of "steps" to reach op of
salay%schedule .. v

-1

9'. =AVer4ge,numher of different subject prepar-
ations for sacdndary teachers -^

..,

St udente.TerformancV
gt

numbet'df gt7Oduating_sen-_ :s
2. Percent of/graduating Seniors' recognized as

National Merit Exam Fiinalists
3. Percent of graduating seniors achieVing

scores of 25 or above on American Co_
Test (ACT Exam) -

Percent "Of graduating seniors achieving
,scores' of-1100 or4boveon Scholastic
Aptitude Test (SATxam)

-'5. Percent pf graduating seniors going on to'
college

Percent,of graduating'senibrs going to
technical school

14.5

3.5

34.5

-School Programs

1. Percent of,diftricts dtploying either full, or
-'part-time, the following resource personnel:

Special Education
Schdol Counselor:
School Psychologist '
School Nurse
Libreria:if/Media Specialist
AdulCEducation'Difector
Community Education Director
Vocational Education Direator

2. 'Percent of districts offering the _llowi
sports programs;

Football 100
Basketball

, 100
Baseball '100
Softball 4.6
Volleyball 1 100
Coss Country Track 18.6
Soccer
Wrestling 37.2
Track and- Field 100
Golf 25.6
Tennis 2.3,
Swimming 0
Gymnastics 0

10.0

143

40.6

22.8

95.5
97.7
36.4
47.7
95.5
11.4
6.8
.4 '

7.5

2.6)

38.6

1471

. 86.6 r-
79.4
33.8
45.1
80.9
'22.0

7.18

22.0

69,.2

100
5.54
37.1`
65.7
23.3
7.0

25.2
8.7

22.4
16.3
3.2
5.9



Table conrinued)

Variable Nebraska Na

Percent of districts offering the follow ng
courses as a part 7f their curriculum:

Spanish
German

27.9
q,.0

41.8

9.7lEreeh 11.6 1.8.9
Calaulus' 34-.9 35.9
Chemistry 88.4 79.4
Computer Science 69.8 60.3
Electronics 18.6 13.0
Vocational Agriculture. -41.9 63.1
Ph*sics 83.7 67.7
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